The Willaway Whinny          April, 2010

Barn news 
Thanks to the great success of “My Horse My Passion” Val Willis will be donating the profits of the next printing to the renovation of the hay loft that is in the works. On behalf of Willaway farm we would like to thank Shannon for all of the hard work and dedication she puts forth every day. The MS walkathon is coming up and Susan is looking for members to join her team see Susan for more details.
Riding news 
As the good weather goes on we are able to ride outside more often and there are a few things we must be aware of. First, if you are riding in the outdoor arena you might want to pick out some rocks before riding. Second, do not ride on the grass as the horse’s hoof prints leave large holes in the lawn and make it very hard for Peter to mow the lawn properly. If you are riding in the indoor arena however, you should be aware that a pair of pigeons has recently been spotted in there. They are easily frightened by a few smacks of the crop against your leg.
Gil’s corner 
Congratulations to the following people for passing there equine Canada rider level testing: Beth Boudreau(3), Donna Bozzo(3), Janine Gvozdanovic(3), Marianne Kroes(3), Mary Reid(1), Diane Smith(2), Shelley Gvozdanovic(2), Shay Clancy(4), Amy Cole(5).Results will be available at the next horsemanship on April 25th. Now that spring is here and there is more time to go on hack please remember to drive SLOWLY down the driveway for safety sake. Finally, now that the weather is nice we will be scheduling a jump paint/repair day. Stay tuned for more details.
Horse of the month 
This month’s horse is Pet. Pet, back in her prime, was a prelim horse for Gary Roque (who was an Olympic eventer). Pet has been at Willaway for 5 years and has some special needs. She can only be worked at a walk and when ridden needs a special shock absorbing saddle pad. Pet is lead mare at the barn although she does not display her ranking in a violent manner all the horses know who’s boss. She merely needs to twitch an ear to show that she is not pleased. Pet is officially in retirement and having recently lost her best friend Picasso to colic she is in need of some attention. Should you find yourself with a little extra time please bring her in and groom her a bit. I know that she would really appreciate it.
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Guess who
There will be a new section in the Willaway Whinny called Guess Who. There will be pictures of parts of horses and I want you to guess who it is. So here is the first.
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Medical issue
This month’s medical issue is colic. Colic means belly pain and can have a variety of causes. There is: spasmodic colic (which is caused by spasms or cramps in the bowel. Usually caused by eating spoiled food, overeating or drinking too much cold water when overheated.), flatulent colic (caused by a build-up of gas in the intestines. Usually caused by eating spoiled feed, frozen grass, or lawn clippings), there is impaction colic (caused by a blockage of food in the bowel. This is a much slower colic sometimes caused by the horse eating sand along with their food.), thromboembolism (this is caused by worm larvae that block the blood vessels to the intestines.), finally obstruction (this is when the bowel twisted. This can occur during any kind of colic, especially if a horse rolls during colic.). Some early signs of colic include: they stop eating and look at their barrel, restless behaviour, pawing, and they may lie down and get up again. The horse may roll (this should not be allowed as it can lead to an obstruction), they may kick at their belly, and finally break out into a sweat. If your horse does colic call the vet immediately and walk the horse slowly while you wait. DO NOT let your horse lay down or roll. However, there are some things you can do to help prevent colic. Make sure your horse has good quality hay, make any transitions in feed gradually, make sure your horse has access to fresh clean water at all times, keep up regular deworming, keep your horses teeth at a good length so they can chew properly, and minimize the amount of sand in your fields. Even with good precautions colic can still happen so familiarize yourself with your horses normal habits so should something ever happen you will know immediately. This could all one day save your horse’s life. 
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