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Attention
Unfortunately due to exams and excess school work there will not be a June edition of the Willaway Whinny. It will however be returning in July.
Barn news
On May 29 the Ottawa valley hunt club will be having their annual Hunt ball. Their schedule of events includes: the Stirrup Cup at 9:30, hunt at 10:00, a green box lunch at 12:00,  a hunt ball gala at 7:00, and dancing and silent auction at 9:00. There will be featured two local bands, Sticks & Stones and Union Jack. The bands will be donating $1000 from their proceeds to a charity called Kids Come first which helps local families with autism. It will be a fun filled evening filled with dancing, music, and great food. I will come back in July with a revue of the night and the events.
Gill’s corner
Gill would like it to be known that the adult camp will be postponed until late summer or early fall.
Guess who
Lasts months horse was lollipop.
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Horse of the month
May’s horse of the month isn’t even a horse it’s Tucker. Tucker just wandered on into Willaway one day and he hasn’t left since. Although Tucker was wearing a collar when we found him it only said the name of his vet. We contacted the vet but they couldn’t locate the owner. There were no records of a missing dog fitting Tucker’s description. He was such a friendly dog that we knew we couldn’t just give him to the animal shelter so Shannon decided to keep him and name him Tucker. Tucker loves his new home and is best friends with Tex and Sushi. He loves to have his belly scratched and loves to be showered with attention. Tucker is still new to the barn and the area and he is fairly young. Last week four of us (Beth, Shelley, Shannon, and myself) went out on a hack and we assumed that Tucker had followed after a while we realized that he wasn’t with us. We thought he knows his way home and he’s probably already there. We got back and he wasn’t there so we called his name and he wasn’t anywhere to be found. We drove down the road and looked everywhere we could think of but no Tucker. Eventually Tucker did find his way back to Willaway soaking wet but no worse for wear. We figure that he went out looking for us but couldn’t find us as we were so far ahead of him. So there’s the story of Tuckers great adventure.
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Medical issue
Mud fever is a big problem at even our barn. Mud fever goes by a variety of names including grease and scratches. Whatever you call it by it is the loss of skin oils. It can be caused by prolonged exposure to urine, manure, harsh detergent, and wet muddy conditions. If left untreated mud fever can turn into an infection. In order to prevent mud fever you shouldn’t let your horses stand in wet muddy conditions. You also shouldn’t wash your horse’s legs in cold weather or use harsh detergents. You can also put hand cream or Vaseline on your horse’s pasterns before they go out into muddy condition. At our barn we treat mud fever by using a special soap every three to four days and let it sit for twenty minutes. It is crucial that the scabs be picked off. Once you are done cleaning your horse’s legs they must be dried and a special ointment is applied. You must treat mud fever as soon as it is discovered because the longer it remains on the horse the worse it will get. 
Reminder
The Willaway whinny would like to remind you all to email me with your questions, comments, ideas, and objections. You can contact me at lillygirl_4@hotmail.com.
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Bugs; the pest that haunt our dreams
With the gorgeous weather upon us we are getting outside more and more often. Now wherever we go we are followed by bugs. Mosquitoes, flies, black flies, gnats, you name it they’re trying to bite us. It’s not just us who are affected by bugs our horses are too so we must remember to think of their feelings. When you put your horse out during the day remember to put on a fly mask. They don’t need them on at night so don’t worry about it then. You may want to think about also picking up a fly bonnet for your horse it covers their ears to keep out bugs and it hangs between their eyes to keep bugs off their faces. As well as yourself putting on bug spray you should put some on your horse. There is fly spray in both of the barns and you can also pick up some roll on fly spray for on your horse’s face, around their eyes, and on their ears. Another problem around now is bot flies if you see little yellow dots on your horse’s legs, shoulders, and chin. These must be removed as soon as possible because if ingested they can become intestinal parasites. So there’s the scoop on how to make it through bug season.
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This is what bot fly eggs look like on a horse’s leg. 
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